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Story Circle Facilitator – Community Storytelling Project
Gaiety Creative Engagement – National Lottery Community Fund Project


P/T Role – Story Circle Facilitator
Fee: £220 per day (15 days across the project – total £3,300)
 
This is an 18‑month, project‑funded role supporting the delivery of our new “Community Story Circles”, funded by The National Lottery Community Fund.
An opportunity for the right person to work in a warm, inclusive, and imaginative creative environment.
We are looking for a confident storyteller and facilitator who will bring people together through creative, accessible, and community‑led storytelling sessions. This new project will run monthly circles with diverse groups across Ayrshire, helping strengthen local connections, reduce isolation, and support long‑term community-led participation.
Working with five different groups over the course of the project, you will deliver three sessions per group and help co-design a resource box including story prompts, facilitation guides and creative tools. You will also contribute to the development of a community advisory panel, ensuring the project is shaped by the voices of those it serves.
This is a new role with the chance to develop ideas, collaborate with our Creative Engagement team, and support participants in crafting “Your Story. Our Circle. Stronger Together.”
We are keen to hear from people who are passionate about community arts, skilled at working with diverse groups, and excited to help us build meaningful creative connections in our community.

Success will mean:
Participants feel welcome, heard and connected within the Story Circles.
Groups gain confidence and skills to continue storytelling independently using the co‑created resource box.
The project strengthens relationships between community groups and fosters long‑term collaboration.
Feedback gathered from participants shapes future creative engagement opportunities.
Key tasks
	Running Community Story Circles
	Facilitate creative storytelling circles for five different community groups (three sessions per group) over the length of the project.

	Co‑create story resources
	Help design a sustainable Story Circle resource box including prompts, guides and creative materials.

	Support accessible participation
	Work with the Creative Engagement team to ensure sessions meet a wide range of access, communication and support needs.

	Assist with project planning
	Join planning sessions and contribute to the development of session themes, materials and participant‑led ideas.




Person Specification
	Essential 
	· Confident and engaging storyteller
· Experience working with diverse groups (e.g. older adults, disabled and neurodivergent individuals, people facing loneliness or mental health challenges)
· Ability to create inclusive and welcoming environments
· Creative thinker with strong communication skills
· Comfortable facilitating group discussion and creative activities
· Excellent organisation and time management
· PVG membership (we can support you with this if needed)

	Desirable 
	· Experience in community arts, participatory storytelling, or creative facilitation
· Experience co‑designing resources or community-led materials
· Continuous professional development
· First aid trained 
· Driving license 






The organisation
Ayr Gaiety Partnership is the charity and social enterprise that runs The Gaiety Theatre and an increasing range of producing, touring and creative engagement activity. While the theatre itself is 120 years old, the organisation has been going for 16 years. The organisation sprang originally from the Ayr based Borderline Theatre Company and individuals in the local community. So, we have always aspired to be much more than just a theatre building, with community-based activity very much part of what we do.
Our Creative Engagement department operate within Gaiety 2. A Creative engagement venue just around the corner from our main Theatre. It is a community hub filled with classes and events for all ages allowing them to actively participate in the creative arts.
This space allows us to progress our community engagement work even further.

Application process
Please apply with cv and covering letter stating why you would like to work with us on this project and how you think your experience is relevant, by email to the Recruitment@ayrgaiety.co.uk  by midnight on Tuesday 3rd March (We hope to hold interviews in the following week. If you’d like to discuss the post, please contact Head Of Creative Engagement Jacquii Gavigan, by email jacquii.gavigan@ayrgaiety.co.uk to fix up a phone call. 
We believe that having people with different experience and interests makes a vibrant workplace.  We welcome applications from people of all backgrounds.  And we are of course an Equal Opportunities employer. (So, we also ask you to complete and return an equal opportunities form.)
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Welcome to The 
Gaiety! Your theatre 
may not be open but 
we are committed 
to supporting our 
community, in whatever 
way we can. Our 
smallTalk wellbeing 
service continues with 
extended opening hours 
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